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The date of Mid -autumn Festival also known as Chinese Moon
Festival is on the 15th moon day of 8th Chinese lunar month. Since
the new moon day is the first day of a Chinese Lunar Month, the
Moon Festival this year is on 14 September 2008. On this day,

the moon is at its roundest and brightest.

The Mid -Autumn Festival is one of the two most important

holidays in the Chinese calendar (the other being the Chinese

Lunar New Year. Farmers celebrate the end of the summer
harvesting season on this date. Traditionally, on this day, Chinese
family members and friends will gather to admire the bright mid -

autumn harvest moon, and eat moon cakes together to symbolize

family unity, closeness and good fortune.

- www.cnd.org

There are many private Midhutumn parties around Omaha/Council Bluffs area to celebrate the
holiday. Unlike Chinese New Year, the Mdditumn Festival is a much lowey holiday- peace and
elegance. OCCA also has a small gathering at the Grand Fortune Chinese Restaurant in Omaha
celebrate the holiday.

Around 100 people from Omaha United Chi
Network participated in the Sept 13th MieAutumn Festival Celebration at Lake Zorinsky.
Funding for the Mooncakes were provided by the ConAgra Foods.

nese

Omaha Chinese Culture Night Dinner Event Updates

10/16/2008, Thursday
(Please view the Corporate Sponsorship information on page 6
and News Release on page 7 for the complete story)
Project Leader: LiQin Kephart - Any question, please contact
LiQin at (402) 214 -6816 or Ping Ye (402) 850 - 6060
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Education/Kids Activities:

American Mathematics Contest 8 - The AMC 8 is for
students in the sixth, seventh or eighth grade; accelerated L]
fourth and fifth grade students also take part. The AMC 8 is
a 25-question, 40 -minute multiple choice contest with no
penalty for guessing. You can register online at:
http://www.math.unl.edu/~amc/registration/start8.php

Confucius Institute Chinese Classes at UNO:
http://  confuciusinstitute.unl.edu

If you need more information on these events, please
contact Linda Steele at omahachinese@gmail.com

To families with children from China: Chinese Cultural

Exchange & Homeland Tours will help families with children

from China to send back pictures to the orphanages where the
children were adopted. I f you
picture to an orphanage in China, please contact Director Ming
Hua He at (850) -523-9797 or www.Mingschin.com

ELS
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UNL CI and OCCA welcomes famous Chinese artist to Lincoln
and Bellevue

If you are interested in a school field trip to see the famous
Chinese artist, please contact OCCA for detail information.
You can read about Prof. Xu's bibliography and his sample art
work on page 8, 9 & 10.

USA Math Talent Search is now available at www.usamts.org.

Ki dds Homewor k

The Omaha Chess Community meet on Wednesday (6-9 p.m.)
at Lewis and Clark Middle School. Free and open to public.

Fall is coming and the temperatures are
getting cooler now. One of my pastimes
is to work in my garden during this time
of the year. This year, | have gotten so
busy with OCCA event planning that |
have had no time to attend to my garden.
So, instead of watching the weeds
growing out of the ¢
pass some of my garden tips and
experiences on to you. This makes me
feel like | have done something for my
garden, which is sorely lacking for
attention..

In the past few years, | have been
collecting deeply discounted perennials
and trees during the hot summer

months. This is when nurseries try to
close out the seasonal items. | then

keep the plants in their original pots in
my shade garden and
until the early September. This is when
the temperatures are cool enough for

the new plants and transplants. This is
also a great season for dividing
overgrown perennials and digging up hard
to find summer bulbs.

« Simple Life: Gardening

Support local businesses:

Hsiang (John) Yaé Realtor
Century Real Estate
(402) 677-1558

John has lived in Omaha for over 20 years, know
the area well, and able to speak Chinese. Would
like the chance to earn your business.

Over the years, | also like to save seeds from my favorite flowers. It

is very easy and rewarding. To me, nothing beats watching tiny seeds

groy into thge floyvers. If%you. have neyer saved seeds before, | would
ntrols om 0i n 0 ) )

suggest trying some easy plants, such as nasturtiums, marigolds,

sunflowers, zinnias for flowers. You need to allow the seeds to reach

full maturity before collecting them.

Vegetables can be a bit more complicated. If,
for example, you want to save heirloom tomato
seeds, you need to wait till the fruit ripens past
the point you would if you were going to eat it.
You need to purée the tomato and pour the
contents into a container. Cover the container
and let it sit for 3 days at room temperature,
stirring it occasionally. The seeds that sink are
the viable ones. Strain and dry these seeds.
F19KR Sute toRify &Ik sebdt yoibollected for
one to two weeks before storing them in a glass
jar or a zip -lock bag. Label and date it. Store
the seeds in a cool, dry place. When the next
spring comes, you can spread your saved seeds
into your garden and watch them grow. & °

Happy gardening,

Linda

website: www.omahachinese.net email: omahachinese@gmail.com
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Anyone
interested in
submitting
articles about
China/local
Chinese/
business, event
information , or
ideas to our
monthly
newsletter,
please submit
them here or
email to
omahachinese

@gmail.com
Thanks!

website: www.omahachinese.net email: omahachinese@gmail.com

2008 OCCA Campfire Nightt t Vv al ads P
http://www.valaspumpkinpatch.com/

Mark your calendar and join us for tECCA Campfire Nighat the
Vala's Pumpkin Patch. Itis on Saturday, Sept 27th, 2008. The
Pumpkin Patch is located at the southwest of Omaha and to the ea
of Gretna (180th St and Highway 370). This field is one of the area’
most weltknown fall seasonal attractions. The patch offers many
amusing activities for kids and adults alike. Take a hayrack ride

to a pumpkin field where you can pick out the perfect pumpkin. Ask for the OCCA campfire site location and
Walk through the scary fairy tale museum or you can sit down at the map of the field at the ticket office.

race area and cheer on the pigs at the pig races, You can also v

the amazing pumpkin eating dragon. Of course, the highlights o Some companies in Omaha offer discount
night is the roasting hot dogs and marshmallow over the campfir price for the Vala's Pumpkin Patch's tickets.
with friends and family. Suggest to check with your company for any
discounts. You can also go to
http://www.valaspumpkinpatch.com/index.ht
ml site for ticket price and coupon

When: Sept 27th, 2008 (Saturday)

Where: Vala's Pumpkin Patch (12102 South 180th St. Gretna)

Time: 5:00 pm-10 pm

(We will meet at the campfire site first and then take a tour
together. The group tours will start every 30 minutes or every
hour based on the numbers of people joined)

information.

Food: Bring a dish to share. We will
provide Hot dog/Marshmallow/Chips/Water at
the campsite for $2.00per person. Kids and
adults can roast their own hot dogs and

marshmallow.

Reserved BySept 20th (Saturday)to OCCA by email

mailto:’omahachinese@gmail.com Bring a flashlight, extra jacket for the cool

night, blankets, camera, and a dish to shate
Call Julie Zhu at (402)709 1625 or Ben Zhang (402) 3591239  If you have any hot dog/marshmallow roasting
if you have any question. We have reserved two campsites anc forks, please bring them We only have very
the sites can only hold about 100 people. limited supplies.

Cost:  General Admission pricé-$2.00 per person for hot
dog/Marshmallow/bottle water

Simple Life Cooking

( ) - Sweet Rice Pumpkin Cake

Q
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2
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4
5
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Upcoming Events/Around Omaha:

° International Night featuring China.
Sept 19th (Friday), 6 -8 p.m. Cultural Presentation, ethnic
food tasting, Confluence Bookstore; 505 Cornhusker
Road, Suite 107, Bellevue, NE; (402) 502 - 0906

° Mark your calendar: UNL Cl and OCCA
welcomes famous Chinese artist to Lincoln and
Bellevue

Prof. Yinsen Xu --- An art master of Chinese Seal -cutting,
Calligraphy and Painting will present a special exhibit at
Confluence Bookstore on Nov 17 and Nov 18; 505
Cornhusker Road, Suite 107, Bellevue, NE; Contact OCCA
for more details.

The Bellevue exhibit is co -host by OCCA, Bellevue
University, and Confluence Bookstore, Check out
the page 8, 9 & 10 for the event detalls. If you

will like to arrange a school field trip to the

exhibit, please contact OCCA at
omahachinese@gmail.com

Show at the Stir
Sunday, Nov 16 http://tircove.frontgatetickets.com/

(] Asi an Cove

OCCA ° New Website:
; Creighton CSSA website:
. http://wwwz2.creighton.edu/groups/cssal/index.php
Thank you September Garage Sale
FO/’)/OU/’ OCCA will held a garage sale to raise money to be used for our
supporl‘// operational costs. We need your help to make the event
successful. Please come and check out those unique Chinese
crafts.
Itis a huge multi -family garage sale with Collectable Chinese
If you are crafts and paintings, Baby items, Toys, Clothing, Furniture, PC
interested games, Electronics, Comp. Hardware/software, House ware and
in receiving much more.
our Thurs -Sat(18, 19 & 20); 9:00am -5:00pm;
newsletter, 15210 II:’e:))pzrwood , Omaha NE 68154; (click the address to see the map )
. NO early birds
click here . Y

Item donations and event helpers needed by Sept 17th.
Contact:

Julie Zhu 709 - 1625; LiSuang Guan 276 - 4933; Linlin Song 384 - 9690

Helpers Wanted:

October Dinner Event

We need volunteers to help us contacting
the companies that are interested in
supporting our dinner event and working
with Omaha Chinese Groups.

If you would like to be part of this exciting
team that help to communicate our
fundraising goals to your company, please
contact us. We will provide sponsorship
information and the helps you need.

Contacts: Ping Ye 850 0 6060
Ligin Kephart 214 - 6816
Linda Steele 515 - 4491

or email to omahachinese@gmail.com

of HaWra!akhfgrslnggssK/)r% o

There were about 40 people from OCCA
participated in the 2008 Walk for Inclusion
on 8/31 at the Heartland Park in downtown
Omaha. Sarah Wu and Jessie Zhang
performed the KungFu before the walk
started. The event was featured on Channe
7.

You can click on the following link to view
pictures.

http://picasaweb.google.com/OmahaChines
e/8312008WalkForInclusion#slideshow

website: www.omahachinese.net email: omahachinese@gmail.com

OCCAMission: The mission of the Omaha Chinese Culture Association (OCCA) is to promote Chinese culture and to
provide educational services to its members and to the greater Omaha community. It aims to promote cultural
diversity, friendship, and enrichment in the local community through cultural and educational events.

Email: omahachinese@gmail.com
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