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Celebrate Mid - Autumn Festival

TO Celebrate Mid - Autumn Festival and promoting Chinese

culture and language, Confucius Institute at University of Nebraska in
Lincoln is planning to host many interesting cultural activities and exhibits

through out the week of Sept 28th through Oct 3rd, 2009. Omaha
Chinese Culture Association, Lincoln Chinese Culture Association and other
local organizations are among the sponsors for the events. The events

include Chinese Arts and calligraphy displays and demonstrations, Chinese
Folk Song Concert, Chinese Movie show, special reception for the China

US relations, Chinese speech competition (including a $3000 trip to China
for the top contestant from the three different age groups), and the Mid -
Autumn Festival Celebration.

To view the celebration schedule, please check out
the page 5 for the detail information.

OCCA will held an Mid -Autumn Festival celebration in Omaha on Oct 4th
(Sunday) at 1:00pm at the Lake Zorinsky. See Page 4 for more
information.
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SING FOR CHINA TOUR : ABENEFIT FOR
CHINA AIDS ORPHAN FUND

September 18', 2009, next Wednesday @ 8 pm at Omaha Sokol
Underground (2234 S. 13th St.)

Tickets are limited and available at WWW. E1iX.COM on the first come first serve
basis with the price at Ten dollars per ticket. Click on the link to reserve your
seat.

The tour is being produced by Modern Sky Records of Beijing. For more information,
including hi -res images, video, and MP3's, please visit:

http://www.modernskyent.com/singforchina
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Contact Polly Huang or LiQin Kephart
Omaha Chinese Culture Association
P.O. Box 24385, Omaha, NE68124

Email: omahachinese@gmail.com

http://www.omahachinese.net/

News Release

SING FOR CHINA TOUR: A BENEFIT FOR CHINAAIDS
ORPHAN FUND

September 18, 2009 at Omaha Sokol Underground

OMAHA, NEBRASKA 1 9/3/2009T To i ntroduce Chinads moder
ai ds, Modern Sky Entertainment and Omaha
best and biggest indie rock bands to Omaha.

The Sing For China Tour is coming to the U.S. from Septemb&eptember 27, 2009 with a

stop in OmahaThe concert will be held at the Sokol Underground on Wednesday Septefhiber 1

at spm. Tickets are limited and available at WWW. etix.com on the first come first serve basis with the price at
Ten dollars per ticket.

The Sing For China Tour wil/l b r-Hedgehag,Queere o
Sea Big Shark, and Casino Demdo the U.S. for 30 days in August/September as part of an
unprecedented

effort by the Chinese music community to both raise funds for charity China AIDS Orphan Fun
and spread the word about Chinese rock in America.

The tour is being produced by Modern Sky Records of Beijing. For more information, including
hi-res images, video, and MP3's, please \fiGHAvww.modernskyent.com/singforchina

About China AIDS Orphan Fund:

Since it's inception in 2003, the China AIDS Orphan Fund (CAOF) has followed its mission to
improve the lives of children orphaned by HIV/ AIDS in central China, especially Henan
Province. The organization's activities include education, advocacy, funding research and sup
for organizations serving the affected population in China. Funding priorities include (1)
Education for AIDS orphans, (2) humanitarian services to families affected by HIV/ AIDS, (3)
Medical care and training, and (4) foster care and orphanage programs.

About Omaha Chinese Culture Association (OCCA):

The OCCA is a nomrofit organization founded to promote Chinese culture and to provide
educational services to its members and to the greater Omaha community.

For additional information please contact Polly or LiQimriahachinese@gmail.com
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Mid -
Autumn
Festival

Story

Chinese Mid -Autumn Festival

The Mid-Autumn Festival (Zhonggiu Jie) is also called the Chinese Moon Festival. Similar to
Thanksgiving here in the states, the Mid-Autumn Festival is a time for families and loved ones to unite in
celebration of the Autumn food harvest while basking in the warm waxy glow of the full moon.

Held on the 15th day of the 8th month on the Lunar Calendar, the tradition dates back 3,000 years to
ancient China during the Shang Dynasty where moon worship was a faith of the day. Jumping forward to
1368 A.D during the Ming Dynasty, the Mid-Autumn Festival became immensely popular, and the love for
this custom still continues today. The Festival is normally held outdoors in a park or public gathering area,

a variety of festivities take place throughout the celebration. Attendees can enjoy parades, incense
burning, planting mid-autumn trees, lighting lanterns, dragon dances, or just sitting back with a glass of
wine while celebrating their happiness; or thinking of loved ones who are far from home, while gazing into
the moon's silvery gleam. To compliment all the activities of the festival, Mooncakes are passed out to the
nearest and dearest.

Mooncakes

Mooncakes are a special pastry eaten during the merriment of the festival. They are usually round like the
moon and symbolize friendship, togetherness, fertility, and longevity. Mooncakes are filled with sweet
filling such as lotus seed paste, red bean, taro, black sesame paste, and the list goes on. Some
Mooncakes even contain an egg yolk from a preserved salted duck egg, representing the full moon. The
outer crust of the cakes can range from light and flakey to soft and chewy depending on the bakery.
As the story goes, China was once ruled by Mongolians in the Yuan Dynasty. Unhappy with their foreign
rulers, the people of China formed an underground rebellion. To conceal their secret messages, the
leaders of the rebellion baked their attack plans into each Mooncake. The cakes were delivered in packs
of four and cut into quarters then lined up to reveal their secret message. After the message was
received, the cakes were eaten to destroy the evidence. On the night of the Mid-Autumn Festival, the
rebels launched their attack on the government and successfully overthrew their oppressors.

Legend of the Chinese Moon Festival

Legend has it, thousands of years ago, a beauti
master at archery, lived in heaven as immortals. One day the Jade Emperor, who was the King of
Heaven, called for aid from Houyi. When Houyi reached the palace, he was told that the emperor's ten
sons had transformed into ten suns accidentally. The suns were high in the sky above the Earth; causing
the land to be scorched, food to become scarce, and a terrible drought. Thousands of people perished
because of the extreme heat. Houyi, using his masterful archery skills, shot down nine of the ten sons,

ful

leaving one son alivetobethesun. The Jade Emperor was furious beca

woul d harm any of his sons. As punishment, Houy
mortals.

Changdée was grief stricken with her | oss of i mmart

and so, he decided to seek out the elixer of immortality from the Queen Mother of the West. The queen

agreed to give the pill to Houyi, but warned himt

regain their i mmortality. Houyi returned home wi
which it was contained in. When he | eft home, t
case just as Houyi was returning home. Nervous that Houyi would catch here looking at the pill, she threw
it into her mouth and accidentally swall owed it
float into the air, climbing higher and higher due to the overdose of the immortality pill. She floated higher
than Houyi's reach, he wanted to shoot her back down, but he could not stomach the thought of pointing
his bow and arrow at his beloved wife. Changbe f
came to rest on the moon. Changdée was deeply sad
touched the Queen Mother of the West who allowed her to descend from the moon and meet her
husband once a month, when the moon is full.

Thanks AsianFoodGrocer.com for the stories and pictures.
By George Zhou

T
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BBQ Catch the Flag, FuII Moon Festival, Friendship and Tug of War?
You may wonder how these come together. Come to find out on Oct 10/4 Sunday in Zorinsky Park!

OCCA and Chinese language study schools in Omaha area are proud to host a Full Moon Festival celebration

picnic in Zorinsky Park on Sunday, October4 ™, starting 1:00pm to é. whenlever. Br
friends and join us for a fun celebration in the beautiful Zorinsky park! Surrounded by families, friends
and love ones, we promise that you will enjoy the delicious foods, exciting games, seeing old friends and

meeting new ones!

BBQ and drinks will be provided by OCCA. Exciting games organized BY kids and FOR kids and families will
definitely attract and sustain your kidsd attention as wel

and games to the fun! Also bring some delicious signature food to share with your own families and others,
as well as for a chance to win prizes for the first, second and third mostly loved food by our community!

Mark your calendar for now! Stay tuned for more information!
Sunday, October 4th, 2009 1:00 PM to...whenever

#1 Shelter,  MNortheast Recreation Area, Lake Zorinsky

(Northeast entrance on 156th St, not F St entrance.)

Proud sponsors of this exciting event: ConAgra food, Bank of West and China Buffet restaurant.

Organization committee member names: Keli Mu, Hong Zheng, Ligin Kephart,
Libin Pan, Gorge Zhou, John Zhang

Families with Children from China Fall Picnic

Sunday, September 13, 2009 at 12:00 noon
Chalco Hills Recreation Area
SW of Omaha off I-80 near Sapp Brothers

The main entrance is on Giles Road between 144 and 156" St . 6 s
Go to the Group Shelter (not the Natural Resources Center as in past years).

Kathy is requesting an RSVP on this event because the Confucius Institute is providing Chinese appetizers and entertainment.
Please email with the number of people in your family who will be attending

by Thursday, Sept 10 . kathyfcc@cox.net 498-9140

The Group Shelter is a large covered picnic shelter on the hillside, overlooking Wehrspann Lake. There are
restroom facilities (might not be a bad idea to brin
electricity (for crockpots), lots of picnic tables, and a nice little toddler playground with sandbox. Strollers
and comfortable shoes will be good for a hike/walk. The Group Shelter is reserved for the entire day. Rain
or shine, the shelter is large enough to cover all of us.

Bring everything for your own family and a side dish to share (with serving utensil). Please also bring chairs.
If you have one of those easy -up tents, could you bring it? Umbrellas might be a good idea for trips to the
restrooms if we have a shower.
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Chinese
Culture
Week

Confucius Institute (Lincoln)Chinese Culture Week

As a cesponsor, we (OCCA) encourage our members and supporters to attend the
following events. We are organizing a day trip for the families from Omaha who are
planning to participate in the Chinese Language Competition and the Mid Autumn
Festival Celebration on Oct 3rd. The day trip will also include a picnic lunch, museuims
visits, and a dinner (optional) at one of the famous Chinese restaurants in Lincoln.

The individual families will cover the cost of the trip for their own transportation,
picnic lunch, museum admissions and the dinner.

If you would like to join us for the day trip, please contact us at
omahachinese@gmail.com (titee 10/3 Day Trip)

Activity Outlines
9/28/2009 thru 10/3/2009

9/28/2009-10/3/2009 Chinese Art, Calligraphy Displays and DemonstratibsRotunda Gallery

9/28/

2009 Chinese Folk Songs Concert, 7:30 p.m., Kimball Hall at UNL

9/29/

2009 Chinese Art & Calligraphy Demonstrations, 12:00 nd&i00 p.m., NU Rotunda Gallery

9/30/ Chinese Movie Show, 3:06:30 p.m., Mary Riepma Ross Media Arts Center (Name of film:

2009 TBA)

9/30/

2009 Special Reception held by UNL Chancellor Harvey Perliman (Invitation only)

10/3 Chinese Speech Competition, 9:00 a-r:00 p.m., NU Georgian Room

10/3 Chinese Art & Calligraphy Demonstrations, 9:30 a-rf11:30 a.m., NU Rotunda Gallery

10/3/

2009 Chinese Folk Music Concert and Mid Autumn Festival Celebration Party, 7:06 pa0 p.m.,
NU Ballroom

OCCA Mission : The mission of the Omaha Chinese Culture Association (OCCA) is to promote
Chinese culture and to provide educational services to its members and to the greater Omaha
community. It aims to promote cultural diversity, friendship, and enrichment in the local

community through cultural and educational events.
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Confucius Institute at UNL Chinese Speech Competition

Sponsor: Hanban (The Cffice of Chinese Languaze Council International)
The Confucius Institute at the University of Mebraska-Lincoln

Time: October 3, 2009, 9200 am— 1:00 pm

Location: Georgian Room at City Campus Stodent Union, TNL

Im order to promote Chinese LanFuage and Culiure im the State of Nebraska, the Confocins Institwte at UNL will hold a
Chinese Speech Competition. The purpose of this competition is to stimulate enthwsiasm and interest for learning Chinese, and
enhance mnderstanding of the Chinese langnage and cuolture among stodents and others in Mebraska.

1. Eligibility

Contestants mustbe: 1) School age and older non—native Chinese speakers reside in Mebraska; 2) Non — native Chinese
speaking stodents in kindergarten elementary, middle and high school, college and zraduate school.

1. Registration

Registration is from September 1™ — Septernber 23™, 2008. Registration can be done electronically or by mail. Registration
forms are available for download at website below. Contestants can comtact Joyce Young at the Confocins Institute if help is
negded.

UML Confucius Institute website:  http-//confiicinsinstitote unl edu

Email: jyounsFnminotes unl adu

Tele: (401) 472-53T0

Fax: (402) 472-5372

3. Competition

1) Division: In order to encourage fair competiion, contestants will be divided into 4 groups according to their age and
backsround

Eindergarten and elementary school students sroup.
MiddleHigh school students group.
College and graduste stodents zroup.

Adult residents in Nebraska.

OAwp

1) Contest: 8 final contestants will be chosen from each group by a committes formed by 7 judges based on each
contestant’s written prepared speech for the competition, in Englich or Chinese, and a short telephone imterview in
Chinese The qualified contestants will be notified during the week of 09/28/09 - 10/02/09 by phone or email. On
10M0340%9, each contestant will present a 3-5 minntes prepared speech in Chinese followed by answering 2 guestions from
the judges. Each contestant can choose one of the following topics for his/her speech.

Why do I like to leam Chinesa?
My experiences in Chinese Culture
C. A story of ooy Chinese leaming.

W e

1) Judging: Scores will be given after each contestant finishes his/her speech by 7 judges who are Chinese language
instractors and native Chinese speakers. Contestants will be judged on the following categories: voice (londness/clarnity),
grammar {accuracy), fluency (no hesitations and pauses/speed)), vocabulary (richness/appropriatensss), and presentation
(manmer attimde/‘connect to andience]).

4) Awards: All contestants will be issned with 3 certificate along with one of the following prizes.

A A top winner from each proup other than Kindergarten and elementary schools group will be awarded a 3,000
Chinese Culture Trip (The projected date for the trip is in May, 2010. More detailed information about the
trip will follow. Confocins Institmte at TNL reserves its right to change the travel dates and/or arrangements
if it is mecessary. )

B. Thres more winners in each group will receive monetary swards of $200, $150, and $100, respectively.
C. Other contestants will receive a sowvenir.
4. Apenda for the competition day (detailed info: TBA)

1) FRepisraton

1) Opening of the Speech competition

3) Femarks by UNLCI Director Dr. David Loun

4) Inmtroduction of the judges

5) Speech competition

&) Swmmery of the competition by the commentator
Ty Award prizes to winners
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Registration Form

Confucius Institute at the University of NebraskaLincoln
Chinese Speech Competition
Saturday, October 3, 2009
9:00 a.mi 1:00 p.m.
UNL City CampusStudent Union, Georgian Room

+ Incomplete or wrong information submitted will lead to disqualification from joining the
contest.

LastName: First Name:

Home address:

Home phone #: Contestant email address:

Other phone #:

Daytime School: Grade: Age:

Employer:

| suppa t my chil dds pChinesei Speeghatinpetition heéldnbyUNb €onfucius
Institute on October 3, 2009 (if the contestant is a minor)

Parent/legal guardian (print name & sign):

Parent/legal guardianreil address, if any:

Sdect the division yowvill be competing in.

Kindergarten and elementary school student
Middle/High school student

College and graduate student

Adult resident in Nebraska

— ———
[ T T— S—

Selectonetopic of your speecHrom the list below

[ 1 Whydollike to learn Chinese?
[ 1 Myexperiences in Chinese Culture.
[ 1 Astoryof my Chinese learning.

Please complete theegistration form and mail italong with yourwritten prepared speechto:
Confucius Institute at the Univetgiof Nebraska.incoln, W205 Nebraska Hall, P.O. B880542
Lincoln, NE 685880542 or sendthem electronically tojyoung@uninotes.unl.edu Completec
registration form and written speechmust be received by o later than September 23, 2009 If
submitted electronically, you will receive a reply for confirmatioAny questions, please call (4
472-5370 or emailoyce Young atyoung@unlnotes.unl.edu~ax numbef402) 4725372.
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China since 19780 Picture

Activities Week, - Aug 10th thru 15th, 2009 at UNO

On Monday, August 10th, 2009, Omaha celebrated the China Soaring picture

exhibit kickoff at University of Nebraska at Omaha. The weeklong events were
sponsored by No.1 Omaha Chinese School and Omaha Area Chinese Schools,
Omaha Chinese Culture Association, Omaha Sister City Association, UNO College of
Business Administration, UNO International Studies and Programs and UNMC Asia
Pacific Rim Development Program. Mr. Xiongfeng Chen, Consul General of Chinese
Embassy, Lt. Governor Sheehy, Omaha Mayor Suttle, and many other community
leaders and members attended the opening ceremony.

70+ professional images highlight changes in China since the reform in 1978. The
exhibit is part of a nationwide tour. On Saturday, August 15th, the local community
had enjoyed the Chinese folk dancing, martial arts, music, language/writing, games
and other Chinese cultural activities. Exhibit and activities were free and opened to
the public. Over 500 people attended the week long events. It was a great event
and we thank our supporters and volunteers for making this event possible.

E

View more pictures at: Julie Verebelybs

OCCA Photographer and program Director: Julie Verebely
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